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DATE: 


December 19, 2016 


PARTICIPANTS: | NICHOLAS TARTAGLIONE 


Investigator BRIAN HAMMER 
Investigator JAMES BROWNE 


ABBREVIATIONS: (UI) = Unintelligible 


INV. BROWNE: 


TARTAGLIONE: 


INV. HAMMER: 


TARTAGLIONE: 


INV. HAMMER: 


TARTAGLIONE: 


INV. HAMMER: 


TARTAGLIONE: 


It’s ah, December 19th, 2016. Uh, present, Investigator 
Brian Hammer and Investigator James Browne, New 
York State Police, attempting an interview with a 
Nicholas Tartaglione. We’re on, uh, Long Lane in the 
Town of Crawford, Pine Bush area. 


Yeah, (UI) I’m pretty sure. I mean, ‘cause I have 
Mexicans that take the cars too. 


Okay. 

When they go places. 

Okay. 

But I, I, I don’t know if they took it or not. But Pm 
telling you, I’ve had, I mean, no one, like I didn’t, 
nothing, I didn’t run anybody off the road, nothing. 

Is that something that you got to get, or is it- 

I don’t know, it might be (UI) Hello? Yeah? Hey, what’s 


up? All right, all right let me call you right back. Sorry 
about that. 
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No, it’s okay. (UD 

Yeah, but I’m telling you, (UD 

(UI) or anything like that? 

No, I (UI) 

Uh, yeah, we got to talk to you about a couple things, um, 
do you want to have a seat in the car for a second here and 
we'll (UD) 

Sure. Absolutely. 

(UI) PI sit in the back here with you (UI) 

Jason just called me about the, those Mexican guys. 


(UI) Who’s Jason? 


Jason’s the guy that works - that’s the Mexican’s phone, 
actually, that’s not- 


Whose phone is it? The Mexican’s phone? 

The Mexican guy that uses it. 

Who’s the Mexican guy? What’s his name? 

One of the guys that work for me, (UI) Marcos, he (UI). 
Oh. Up, up here or is that- 

He works on the farm right here, yeah. 

Oh, he does, okay, all right. All right, no, no weapons or 


anything like that? 
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No, nothing. 
Okay. 
Nothing at all. 


Pll tell you what, we’re gonna have a seat in the back 
over here- 


Okay. 

And then, uh- 

(UI), just give you a little room. This is your wife? 
Yes. 

What’s her first name? 

Vee, well Virag, but Vee. 

You can pull that all the way up. 


You got room? 


TARTAGLIONE: Yeah, ’m good. [FRONT PASSENGER DOOR 
CLOSES] 

[OUTSIDE VEHICLE] 

INV. BROWNE: Good? [BACK PASSENGER DOOR CLOSES] 

UM: (UD) a little bit? 

UM: Pll move it now, but- move the truck now? 


110 
111 
112 
113 
114 
115 
116 
117 
118 
119 
120 
121 
122 
123 
124 
125 
126 
127 
128 
129 
130 
131 
132 
133 
134 
135 
136 
137 
138 
139 
140 
141 
142 
143 
144 
145 
146 


INV. 


UM: 
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INV. 
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BROWNE: 


BROWNE: 


HAMMER: 


BROWNE: 


HAMMER: 
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BROWNE: 


BROWNE: 


BROWNE: 


BROWNE: 


Are we towin’ it? 

No, I think he said put it in the driveway. 

Hey, Bri? 

Yup? 

Puttin’ the truck in the driveway? 

(UI) waiting for (UI). 

What, what, what are we doing with it though? 
(UI), you wanna ask Steve? 


Yeah. Are you on, uh, the line with anybody at the 
command post? 


Um, no, I have the number. 
Yeah, can you just call, just “cause I’m recording on, um- 
Yeah. 


Just ask somebody- we have the pickup truck and do we 
wanna tow it back to- 


Okay. 


SP Middletown, do we wanna- the driveway is right here. 

We could drop it off right here. I don’t know if we have a 
truck or not, so - but don’t do anything until we lea- we’re 
gonna leave here in two seconds, so- 


All right, Pll call (UI). She’s on her phone (UI)? 
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INV. BROWNE: 
UM: 
INV. BROWNE: 
UM: 


INV. BROWNE: 


UM: 
INV. BROWNE: 
UM: 
INV. BROWNE: 
UM: 


INV. BROWNE: 


UM: 

[INSIDE VEHICLE] 
TARTAGLIONE: 
INV. HAMMER: 
TARTAGLIONE: 
INV. HAMMER: 


TARTAGLIONE: 


Yeah, that’s fine. 

She’s all set. 

That’s fine. We have, we have nothing on her, so- 
Okay. 


-we, we could, uh, maybe just get a pedigree, you know, 
get the plate, and all that stuff and- 


Sounds good. 

-and we’ll kick her loose once we’re outta here. 
Want me grab that now? 

Yeah. Yeah, just do that. Joe, just- 

These guy are agents? 


Yeah, yeah, they’re (UI). And just double check about 
her, about if, uh, it’s okay to kick her loose. 


Okay. 


Like a year ago. 

Okay. 

And then they disappeared. 
Okay. 


And that was it. 
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I mean, when’s the last time you actually saw Martin and, 
and, uh, those guys? You said a bunch of guys or just a 
couple guys or- 

Well, I know Martin and three other guys are missing. 
Okay. 

Not- only Martin and the other guy worked for me. 
Okay, all right. 

They worked for me, for like- 

What’d they do (UI)? 


Fences, like horse fences and stuff. (UI) animal rescue 
(UD). 


Like here? At this place or, or- 
No, at the other place. 
Oh. What place is that? 


We had a place we were gonna buy and then it didn’t 
work out and we took the fences down since then, um- 


Okay. 

On Old Mountain Road. 

Okay. 

And, um, and that was, that was it. And then Martin 


bought a car from me, and the last time I saw him he 
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INV. HAMMER: 


TARTAGLIONE: 
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INV. HAMMER: 


didn’t pay for the car; I made him bring the car back. 
And that was it. 


Where was, uh, where do- where’s Martin from? (UI) 
And then, what kind of car was it? 


Middletown. 
Middletown? 
It was a piece of shit, old Mercedes. 


They didn’t make any payments, so you wanted the car 
back? 


Yeah, he was supposed to pay like two or three grand 
(UD). 


Did you have contact with him about it, like you, you 
called him or talked to him? Or- how did you get the key 
to move the car back? 


He brought it back. 


He brought it back to you, okay. And this was all on the 
farm (UI)? 


Yeah. (UI) 


You know the names of anybody else who was with him 
or? 


We’ve had, like, at any given time there was between five 
and ten guys there working. 


Okay. Just doing fence work and stuff like that? 
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Yeah, fence work, uh, we needed a shed built, you know 
what I mean? 


All right. What kind of, what kind of farm? 

It’s not really a f-, we call it a farm. We do animal 
rescue, me and my wife. We have thirty horses that we 
rescued (UI). 

Okay. Were you a cop somewhere or (UI)? 

Yeah, well, I’m out injured. 

Okay. Where do you work? 


Briarcliff Manor. 


Briarcliff Manor? And Martin, when was the last time 
you think that you saw him? 


Pd say about a month before he went missing. 
Okay. 

Give or take. 

Give or take a month? 

Yeah. 

So, either when he went missing (UI). 

Oh, yeah. 


(UD 
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I even told, I told the Chester detective, um, I went down 
and I spoke to him and I told, I told him, when I, when 
they, when they gave me the car back, the tire in the back 
Yup. 

Was cutout. In other words, there were drugs in it. 

What kind of car was it? 

It was a Mercedes. 

Okay. 

A Mercedes (UJ), a piece of junk. 

SUV, or (UI)? 

Yeah, like, oh, yeah (UI). So the tire was literally cut out, 
okay. So after that, I was like I don’t want him here. 
We’re done, that’s all, goodbye. 

Yeah, yeah, exactly. 

(UI) these guys, (UI) they’re okay. 

Who, who from Chester did you talk to about it? 

It was a detective. I went down to drop off my resume- 
Okay. 

-for like a part-time position. 


Okay. 
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And when I saw him, I said, listen, I know, you know, I 
knew these guys. And then I even tried talking to the- 
after this- half the, half the Mexicans won’t show up at 
my house, ‘cause I tried showing, I tried talking to them. 
Yeah. 

And, uh, they (UI), yeah. But the last thing I heard from 
the Mexicans, before they stopped showing up, was two 
of them are in Mexico. 

Okay. 

Who’d you hear that from? 


One of the Mexicans. I don’t know their names or 
whatever. 


Does any of them still work for you, any of these guys 
still work- 


Marcos still works for me. 

Who’s Marcos? 

He’s a little Mexican guy that comes, he feeds the horses. 
How’d you get in touch with Martin and those guys? 
Through the other Mexicans, through the other, yeah. 
Through, (UI) Marcos is this guy? 


I, I actually, no, I remember (UI). We had a horse, when 
we first got the farm going- 


Yeah. 
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-we had a horse that was sick and dying. The vet came 
and she had a couple Mexicans with her to help her, like, 
lift the horse and stuff. 

Okay, all right. 

So, I said to one of them, you want work on the side? 
Okay. 

He was like, yeah. And then when we needed fences and 
stuff he was like, I can get you more guys, I can get you 
more guys. 

Okay. 

(UI) more guys show up. 


Were they coming through, like, Martin? Did he know 
people or (UI)? 


No, Martin was only, like, um, like, intermittent. 


Like a middle man, like he gets people (UI) find people, 
or was he, uh- 


He was just one of the guys that would show and work a 
couple times. 


Okay. 
Like, that’s it. There was no, like I didn’t have any- 


Who’s- was there any one guy that would get the other 
guys to come show up, that you know of? 
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INV. BROWNE: 


Marcos, basically. 


Marcos, okay. So, Marcos knows all these guys. Is he 
from Middletown, as well, or is he (UI)? 


Yeah, yeah. 


All right, all right. So, he finds these guys pretty much, 
uh, probably illegals, that are coming up- 


Yeah, yeah. 
-to do labor work and stuff like for cash, that kinda thing? 
Right, right, exactly. 


Okay, all right. So, you said about a month before they 
went missing, uh- 


Yeah. 


-you discovered that- the SUV, the Mercedes SUV. Is 
that the same one you took back from him? 


Yeah. 
Okay. What, what kinda, what kinda Mercedes was that? 


It was a black, like, 320, 350, I don’t know remember 
(UI). It was a black SUV. 


Where’s the, the tire, is it in the back? (UD) 
The tire was in the back. 


(UD 
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Yeah, and when I went to look, I’m like, it’s fucking cut 
open. I’m not stupid, I’m like, you know. 


Yeah, (UI) hide money in there or drugs in there or 
something. 


Right. And then, too, if, um, if you talk to these guys they 
said that, that he was involved with the cartel. 


Do you believe that? 

Yeah, because- 

You do? 

-because- 

What makes you think he was, uh- 

He, he said one day, like when I said, he goes, oh, no, not 
anymore, not anymore. I don’t do that no more. I, uh, I 


did, I did and then, you know, that was it. 


Okay, all right. Um, what’d he say about the cartel when 
he was actually, uh- 


We didn’t get into a deep conversation. 
No, I mean (UI) 
Like, he used to be involved with them. 


He have any problems with them at all, like they may 
have an axe to grind with him or something like that or- 


The other guys told me that the cartel came here, at one 
point, looking for them. 
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Okay. 


Or looking for, or they got him or something, Martin, but 
that was, they said years ago. 


Okay. So, what happened with that one? Did they 
threaten him? Did they hurt him or anything like that or- 


(UD 


Which, is it Marcos, that told you that they’re down, two 
of them were down in Mexico right nor or was it (UI)? 


No, it was one of the other guys. This was a while ago. 
This was, like, a couple months ago. This was when I 
went and handed off my resume. 


Okay. 


And they were like oh, no, two are down in Mexico now, 
and (UI) you know. 


You got guys up here now helping you out? Is - -. 
Just Marcos is the only one. 


Just Marcos, okay. You got guys working there today 
though? 


No, well, not Mexicans. 
Oh, Americans, okay. 


Putting up, um, the walking, a running (UI). 
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Oh, okay, gotcha, all right. All right. So, are you 
working at all or are you- 


I’m out injured. No, no. 
So, you’re looking for, like, part-time stuff or- 
Yeah, yeah, exactly. 


What’s your injury? What happened? What’s your 
injury? 


I got- I was making an eleven-ninety-two, I got creamed 
by a 98 year old man in a pickup truck. 


Oh, are you shitting me? 
This much of my spine is titantum. So, uh- 
Wow. 


My job, it’s weird ‘cause, I was actually out on three- 
quarters- 


Yeah. 
-and the state reversed it. 
Really? 


I’m the second guy in the history of New York to have his 
three-quarters fucking reversed. 


Well, how did that happen? 
Because I didn’t, when I went out injured, I didn’t wanna 


be one of these guys that gets caught, and I, I wasn’t hurt, 
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that’s the thing. The doctor who took me out said, you 
know, uh, you’re, you’re not fit for duty. And he saw me 
for 10 minutes, no x-rays, nothing. 


Yeah. 

So, when I, when, when they put me in for three-quarters 
and I got the packet, it says in your own words list your 
limitations. I wrote, none, right on the page, none. 
Boom. That’s it. So, now, um, whatever, like months, a 
year later or something I get a thing from the state saying 
report and they’re like, you know, you’re putting on - and 
I’m like, yeah, I’m fit for duty. So, they reversed it on 
me. 


Wow. 


But now my job isn’t taking me back because they filled 
my position. So, I’m getting paid to stay home. 


To stay home. 

But my time isn’t going towards my twenty right now. 
Right. 

So, it’s a big fuck up. 

So, who’s paying, is it, uh, the pension system or- 


The state’s paying me, but they even said, they’re like, 
we’re not gonna pay you forever, like- 


Yeah, yeah. 


So, I gotta get on somewhere and- 
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588 | INV. BROWNE: You gotta get your twenty in. 
TARTAGLIONE: Yeah, exactly. 
oe INV. BROWNE: How many years of service do you have? 
ai TARTAGLIONE: I got sixteen. 
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596 | INV. BROWNE: Oh, you’re pretty close. 

597 

598 | TARTAGLIONE: I started in Mount Vernon which is a shit hole. 
599 

600 | INV. BROWNE: Yeah. 

601 

602 | TARTAGLIONE: Then I transferred to Briarcliff, which tell you the truth, I 
603 should’ve stayed in the shit hole. 

604 

605 | INV. BROWNE: Really? 

606 

607 | TARTAGLIONE: Yeah. 

608 

609 | INV. BROWNE: Why is that? Briarcliff s nice- 

610 


611 | TARTAGLIONE: These little towns, these little towns are the biggest- 
612 
613 | INV. BROWNE: Politics? 


614 

615 | TARTAGLIONE: I finished first on the sergeant’s test twice. I got passed 
616 over. It’s just a, it’s a nightmare. 

617 

618 | INV. BROWNE: Politics. 

619 

620 | INV. BROWNE: Yeah. 

621 

622 | INV. HAMMER: Politics are what it is. Chief s nephew gets promoted 
623 (UI). 
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And my chief, well, here’s another thing too, the chief 
who put my papers, he jus- he just got fired for sending 
dick picks to the girls in payroll upstairs. 


Really? Wow, I didn’t see that. Did that make the news 
or the press at all or- 


They put in the news that he’s, that he resigned. 

Wow. 

You know. 

They didn’t say why though? 

They didn’t want a scandal going round, that’s funny. 
With this, I mean, I just don’t want my name getting 
attached to these fucking guys. Like, I’m some kind of 


drug dealer (UI). 


Yeah, no. We’re, we’re gonna, we’re gonna talk about 
that. We’ll, we’ll square it all away. 


So you hired them as laborers, then- 
Yeah, yeah. 

-to do work around the farm. 

And that was- 


You remember from when to when you hired ‘em to do 
work for you, how long of a period of time? 


I don’t remember. I mean, like I still have Mexicans 
come here- 
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Yeah. 


-when I need, another fence put up or when I need 
something picked up, you know what I mean? 


Uh, do you know when they went missing? You said it 
was month before is the last time you saw ‘em, do you 
remember when it was- 


They went missing in April. 


April, okay. So, it was- you would have last seen them in 
what, March, some time? 


Yeah. It was, it was a good, maybe March, maybe 
February. It was a while because I had nothing to do with 
them and then, there they are on the news. 


Okay. 


And then, and, of course, too, all the Mexicans are like, 
oh- 


Yeah. 


-Martin’s gone, oh, he, he’s in Colombia, oh, he’s here, 
he’s there. 


Yeah. 
He took money from this guy and he went to there, so- 


Has he ever been threatened by anybody? Has anyone 
else come looking for him? 
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I’ve never had, I’ve never seen anybody, you know, 
threaten, whatever. Jason, this guy, um, he doesn’t seem, 
he’s, he was a haunt, he drove me nuts to invest in this 
thing with the, after school thing or something, but then 
even him I lost contact with. I was like I don’t have the 
money (UI). 


What’s his last name, Jason, do you remember? 
I don’t know. 
How’d you meet him? 


He showed up one day at the place, um, with, I think it 
was Martin, with Mexicans. 


Okay. 


He showed up there one day ‘cause he was using them. 
Like, I don’t know if he had to pick some up or something 
there and then we started bullshitting and he was like, yo, 
I’m doing this thing, this and that, and I was selling- I still 
haven’t sold it, I thought I’d be able to sell it fast- I have 
another house in Mahopac that I’m renting now to cover 
the mortgage, but if I sold that I would have cleared like a 
hundred grand. 


Okay. 
So, I was like I can invest in that. But, that’s it. 


All right, so, Jason wanted you to invest in, what kind of, 
I think you said after school? 


An after school, I think for, like, troubled kids or 
something. 
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Oh. 

I don’t know- 

Was that around here? 

-I yessed him for a while- no, in Florida. 
In Florida? 


I yessed him for a while ‘cause I don’t really know the 
guy. And then once Martin and stuff- I don’t know if he’s 
fucking doing drugs with these guys. 


Right, yeah. 


So I just kinda, and then he call- he called me this 
morning. Like I said, I got nothing to hide. He called me 
this morning. 


Yeah? 


He’s like, police were just here, asking me about, uh, I, I 
didn’t even- he’s going, asking me about Martin. I’m like 
who the fuck is Martin? He’s like Martin, Martin. And 
I’m like, I don’t know who the fuck Martin is. I’m like, I 
didn’t even know who he was at first. I’m like, but you 
know how you don’t want to say I don’t know who you 
are? 


Yeah, yeah. 

Yeah. 

Cause the number showed up as local, as a Monroe 
number or whatever. So, I’m like, okay, like, who the 


fuck is, and then I was like, oh, Martin. 
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Oh, okay. 
He’s like yeah, Martin. He’s like, they just came. Did 
you hear anything? I’m like, dude no, I heard nothing. 


That’s it, I got nothing. 


You talked to, who did you talk to at Chester? You said 
you talked to a detective about these guys, maybe, uh- 


Not at any length. I went- 

-involved in drugs or something that, or- 

When I went there to drop off a resume, he was there and 
I don’t know if they had something on the wall or 
something, I was like, I know those guys. 


Okay. 


I’m like, I, these guys worked for me. I said if I, if I hear 
anything, Ill let you know. 


What’d the guy look like you talked to? Was he, uh, plain 
clothes or uniform? 


Yeah, plain clothes. 
Plain clothes. 

Um, maybe 30’s. 
White guy, or--. 
White guy. 


Okay. 
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Um - 
Were they hiring there? 


Uh, they were supposed to be hiring, I don’t know if it’s 
full-time or part-time. 


Got any other applications in? 


I got an application in there. I got one in Crawford, um, I 
got one in a few places, like I went around the area, but a 
lot of them aren’t hiring. But that’s why this scares the 
shit- ‘cause if God forbid my name comes up now that 
I’m involved with these fuckers, no one’s gonna hire me. 


Yeah, no, we get it. 


But, uh, there’s nothing else you’ve heard about where 
they may be or what’s going on or what happened? (UI) 


Like I said, the last the last thing I heard was two of them, 
now, I don’t know which two, I would imagine it would 
be the other two, not, not Martin and, at least two of them 
have the same name, Martin and another one have the 
same name. 


Same last name? 

Same last name. 

Okay. 

So, I think because, the last time Mexicans were there, I 
just started asking, I’m like, any word on them and 


they’re like, oh, two are in Mexico, uhhh, like laughing. 
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And I’m like, oh. And then I called the detective, I’m 
like, this is what I heard (UI). 


This is coming from the guy that works with (UI)? 
No, no, no, no. Marcos. 


Marcos does not, uh, he doesn’t have any contact with 
them or (UI). 


No. Marcos, as a matter of fact, um, I feel bad for Marcos 
because I think, um they harass him (UI). 


The Mexicans? 

Yeah, the Mexicans. 

What do you mean? 

I think they, I don’t know if they think he’s a rat for the 
cops or something now because, you know what I mean, 
‘cause now, he used to be able to get guys to come and 
help him and now nobody shows up to work. 


Really? So, he’s out of business? 


Yeah, but I think they know he’s working for a cop. You 
know how they are. They’re like (UI). 


(UI) especially if they’re involved in drugs and stuff. 
He’s a good guy. He’s, He’s not a bad guy. He’s, um- 
Is he a handy man? (UI) 

Yeah, yeah. Your guys must have picked him up today. 
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What’s he doing for you there now? 


He feeds the hors- like he does the rounds, he feeds and 
(UI). 


You got horses there? 

I got 32. 

32 horses? 

Saved from slaughter. 

What do you do with them? 

We try to find them homes. We don’t (UI). 
Wow. 

We got like 25 dogs (UI). I got a heated barn. 
Do you guys get funding for any of that? 


We get donations and stuff. My mother is head of a 
501(c) organization. 


Okay. 
So she, uh, you know, she, (UI) donations (UI). 
(UD). 


(UI) doesn’t cover much, but still. I still spend more than 
(UD). 


What got you into this? (UI). Your wife (UI) too or- 
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That’s how I met her. 

(UI) horses and (UI)? 

The thing is, I only did dogs before, (UI) now I met her. 
Now, I grew up in Yonkers. Now I’m in bum fuck 
Orange County. 

Big difference, huh? 

Yeah. 


Do you own this place? Is this your home? 


I just bought it. We just closed on it, two and a half 
months (UI). 


I want to try to pick your brain about, you know, when 
you last saw them, anything they were driving, anything 
you know about these guys (UD involved in (UI). 


That’s all I could- I don’t know anything else. 
You have anything else on that, uh, Mercedes, what 
happened to that or, when the tire cut out, or when he 


bought it from you roughly (UI). 


No. I sold it to another guy, I don’t even remember what 
his name is. (UI). 


Did you ever ask them about why the tire was cut out? 
Confront him about it? 


Yeah, I yelled at him for it. I’m like, because the thing is 
I, it wasn’t in his name yet. 


Okay. 


26 


956 
957 
958 
959 
960 
961 
962 
963 
964 
965 
966 
967 
968 
969 
970 
971 
972 
973 
974 
975 
976 
977 
978 
979 
980 
981 
982 
983 
984 
985 
986 
987 
988 
989 
990 
991 


Case 7:16-cr-00832-KMK Document 163-1 Filed 09/20/19 Page 261@f13869 - Tartaglione 


TARTAGLIONE: 


INV. HAMMER: 


TARTAGLIONE: 


INV. HAMMER: 


TARTAGLIONE: 


INV. HAMMER: 


TARTAGLIONE: 


INV. HAMMER: 


TARTAGLIONE: 


INV. HAMMER: 


TARTAGLIONE: 


INV. HAMMER: 


TARTAGLIONE: 


INV. HAMMER: 


So, I’m like what the fuck is this? 
(UI) was broken actually cut the (UI). 


No, he was running, he was, he was putting some serious 
shit in there. 


Did he ever admit to you that he was involved (UI). 

No. He was like, no, no, I don’t do that no more. I used 
to do it. I used to do it. I’m like really? What the fuck is 
this. I wasn’t too happy. And, and the other guys, they’re 
like, he still does it. 

Yeah. They speak English okay, these guys, or, uh- 

(UI). Martin, Martin, Martin did, yeah. 

What other jobs did he do for you? 


(UI). He was just one of the guys there (UI), fences and 
stuff. 


That was it? (UI). 
Horse fences. 
Yeah. 


He was gonna, like, he was gonna do bigger work- but, 
then after that, you know, I just got wise (UI). 


When you got the car back, was that in February as well? 
March? 
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Yeah, (UI), yeah. It was, I’m saying, at least a month 
before he disappeared because I, I didn’t have any con- 
like, I didn’t even know he was missing until like a week 
or two after he was missing (UI) was on the news. 

Did you get a hold of him by phone? 

I spoke to him on the phone a few times. 

You had his phone number. Uh, the last time you, you 
saw him or spoke to him, was it by phone or was it in 
person? 


By phone, definitely by phone. 


And that would have been back in February, March, 
somewhere around there? 


Probably, yeah. 

Um, and the truck, when you got that back from him, was 
he, was he upset about it? Did he argue with you about 
taking it back or- 

No, no. 

He just let it go? 


Yeah, whatever (UI). 


So, he needed a ride out of there, do you know who drove 
him away from there? 


Somebody, somebody picked him up. Another guy (UI). 
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That would be the next question, what was that person 
driving, you don’t remember? Pickup, (UI) something 
bigger? 


I — Tell you the truth, I don’t even, I don’t even think I 
was there when he dropped the car off (UI). 


(UI) you came back and it was there? 
Yeah. 


This is why I’m trying to pick your brain because any 
little detail like that could help (UI). 


No, I gotcha. I, I mean, to me, I’m not trying to tell you, 
you know, I’m not a detective or anything (UI) but to me, 
if you got four guys, four guys that disappeared in broad 
daylight, I mean, and then according to the news, one of 
the girls said she spoke to him like hours later and, that 
tells me that they, they played it like (UI). 

They disappeared? 


Yeah, to me, they’re in Colombia or something right now. 


Yeah. Living a good life or back in the cartel or 
something like that? 


I just, I just, to me, how do you make four, at that diner, 
or whatever, it’s just (UI). How do you get four guys, 
against their will, in a van or in something? 


Yeah. 


You know? 
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And they (UI) about the diner or anything else in that 
area? 


No. I mean, everybody, like, you know, people talk (UI). 
(UI) wonder what the rumors are, I mean (UI)? 

Like I said, the last rumor I heard was that two of them 
were in Mexico, and I’m like, how’d you hear this, he was 
like, well the guy’s mother spoke to somebody else who 
said he’s here. 

Yeah. When they cut the tire out, uh, do you know if they 
took a ride anywhere (UI) what they did with it? Was like 
a lot of mileage on it? (UI), you know? ‘Cause if you 
sold the car with 30,000 miles and it comes back with 


fifty- 


No. The car had, the car had like a hundred something 
miles (UI). 


So you don’t know (UI). 


It was literally just a junker I was using to put dogs in, put 
hay in it. 


Still a Mercedes. 

I know, but it wasn’t- 

What year was it? Was it old? 
Yeah. It was like an 01 or 2000. 


Have you ever been to where he lives? 
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TARTAGLIONE: 


INV. HAMMER: 


TARTAGLIONE: 


INV. HAMMER: 


TARTAGLIONE: 


INV. HAMMER: 


TARTAGLIONE: 


INV. BROWNE: 


TARTAGLIONE: 


INV. BROWNE: 


TARTAGLIONE: 


INV. BROWNE: 


Um, I don’t know if this is where he lived. I went, we 
went, um, we went there, some- I don’t know if it was his 
house or some old man’s house (UI). I don’t know if it 
was his house (UI). 


(UI) lived with somebody else or- 

Yeah, I don’t remember. 

Okay. Was that- when was that? 

That was to pick, um, somebody’s car or something, one 
of the- Marcos’s car, I don’t know. I don’t remember, I 
just remember, I didn’t go inside or nothing. I just 
remember pulling up- 

(UI) outside in the car? 


-dropping somebody off and going (UI). 


So, Nick, the, the Montgomery State Police barracks is 
right here. 


Yeah. 


This is where, we’re just gonna sit down for a few 
minutes. We’ll talk about, uh- 


Okay. 


- basically everything you’re just telling us now. Just, I 
know, you guys are huge back there, so I know you’re 
probably tight. I know Brian’s tight back there, so itll 
be a lot more comfortable once we get inside and sit down 
for a little bit. We’ll go from there. 
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TARTAGLIONE: 


INV. BROWNE: 


INV. BROWNE: 


TARTAGLIONE: 


INV. HAMMER: 


TARTAGLIONE: 


INV. HAMMER: 


INV. BROWNE: 


TARTAGLIONE: 


INV. HAMMER: 


INV. BROWNE: 


TARTAGLIONE: 


INV. HAMMER: 


INV. BROWNE: 


INV. HAMMER: 


Just try to, don’t, please don’t put my name in the paper, 
that I’m tied to these guys. 


No. All this stuff will stay inside. It’s where we keep all 
the stuff, you know. 


Yeah, we’re not looking to, you know- 

Or that I hired illegal, like, you know what I mean, I don’t 
want any politically incorrect that I’m hiring, I’m taking 
advantage of Mexicans. I pay them good. 

What’s his name from, uh, the New York City Police 
Department, they had a commissioner, that got put out 
because of that. 


Yeah, it’s (UI). 


(UI) all over the news. You know, it’s the same thing, 
it’s- 


Well, Bernie Kerik. 

Well, I’m no commissioner. 

Bernie, uh, Bernie, right, Bernie Miller. 
Bernie Kerik, Kerik. 

Kerik, yeah. 

Yeah, that’s it. 


You know, Brian, let me just run in real quick just to see 
if, uh, the room’s available. 


Yeah. 
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INV. BROWNE: 
INV. HAMMER: 


INV. BROWNE: 


[25:15] 


Pll be right back out. 
Yeah, we’re good. 


It’s, ah, 11:23 a.m. Just arrived at S.P. Montgomery. 
Walking into the barracks, look for a, uh, interview room. 


[CONVERSATION INSIDE BARRACKS. TARTAGLIONE NOT PRESENT] 


[29:07] 


TARTAGLIONE: 


INV. HAMMER: 


TARTAGLIONE: 


INV. HAMMER: 


TARTAGLIONE: 


INV. BROWNE: 


INV. HAMMER: 


INV. BROWNE: 


INV. HAMMER: 


INV. BROWNE: 


TARTAGLIONE: 


(UD 

Oh, really? They just wanted to get rid of it (UI) 
Just wanted to get rid- 

Didn’t want to feed them anymore 

Right, exactly (UI) out of here. 

They have a room. 

We’re good? 

Yeah. 

(UI) keep those together. 

And that belongs to- 


Well, it’s my property, but I give it to them to use. 
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INV. BROWNE: Oh, to use, okay, so all right. You’re the owner of the 
(UI). 

TARTAGLIONE: Yes, 

INV. BROWNE: Has he contacted you by any of those phones in the past 
or recently (UI)? 

TARTAGLIONE: No, never. Well, on the black, that phone- 

INV. BROWNE: (UD) 

TARTAGLIONE: — -probably. Yeah, I’m sure that’s- ‘cause I’ve had that 
number a long time. 

INV. BROWNE: [KNOCKS ON DOOR] It’s fucking cold. Damn. 

[BACKGROUND NOISE] 

TARTAGLIONE: — Which? 

INV. BROWNE: Yea, the one with the light on. 

[30:20] 

[CONVERSATION OUTSIDE OF INTERVIEW ROOM. TARTAGLIONE 

NOT PRESENT] 

[35:00] 

INV. BROWNE: You want any water or anything or- 

TARTAGLIONE: No. 


INV. HAMMER: 


All right, um, I think we already got your name (UI) date 
of birth here. You just moved to this place here, for the 
address and all that or- 
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TARTAGLIONE: 


INV. HAMMER: 


TARTAGLIONE: 


INV. HAMMER: 


TARTAGLIONE: 


INV. BROWNE: 


TARTAGLIONE: 


INV. BROWNE: 


TARTAGLIONE: 


INV. BROWNE: 


TARTAGLIONE: 


INV. BROWNE: 


TARTAGLIONE: 


INV. BROWNE: 


TARTAGLIONE: 


INV. BROWNE: 


TARTAGLIONE: 


INV. BROWNE: 


Yeah. (UI) 
Yeah, what is the (UI)? 


One-oh-three, Long, L-O-N-G, Lane. And it’s, um, 
Bloomingburg. 


Bloomingburg? 

Yeah. 

What town is that? 

Crawford. 

Town of Crawford. And it’s Nicholas? 
Yeah. 

N-I-C-H-O-L-A-S? 

Yep. Tartaglione, T-A-R - 

Do you have a middle name or- 
I don’t use it. 

Okay. 

J. 

J 

J, initial. 


T-A-R - 
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TARTAGLIONE: 


INV. BROWNE: 


TARTAGLIONE: 


INV. BROWNE: 


TARTAGLIONE: 


INV. BROWNE: 


TARTAGLIONE: 


INV. BROWNE: 


TARTAGLIONE: 


INV. BROWNE: 


TARTAGLIONE: 


INV. BROWNE: 


INV. HAMMER: 


TARTAGLIONE: 


INV. HAMMER: 


TARTAGLIONE: 


INV. HAMMER: 


T-A-G-L-I-O-N-E. 

And it’s the number for you. 
Uh, 914 - 

Yep. 

- - 355 - - 

Um-hmm. 

- - 1332. 

1332, that’s a cell? 

Yeah. 

House phone or anything? 

I don’t have a house - 

You just have one cell phone? 
What’s that other cell, the one you loaned to (UI)? 
I don’t know the number. 


Did anyone call you? 


I don’t know the number. I’d have to look at it to, Pd 


have to look at my phone to- 


Oh, to see that number, ‘cause you don’t, you just give it 


to them (UI) that kind of thing? 
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TARTAGLIONE: 


INV. HAMMER: 


INV. HAMMER: 


TARTAGLIONE: 


INV. HAMMER: 


TARTAGLIONE: 


INV. HAMMER: 


TARTAGLIONE: 


INV. HAMMER: 


TARTAGLIONE: 


INV. HAMMER: 


Yeah. 
Okay. 


Like we said, we want to pick your brain about, uh, these 
guys, contacts, who they may have gone with, you know, 
what their habits were, stuff like that, uh- 


I really don’t know much more than what I told you. 


Well, I mean, the little bit that we talked about already is 
definitely, uh, yeah, definitely helpful, uh, as far as the 
vehicle and (UI) to the fact that they cut a tire which 
means they may be involved in drugs and stuff like that, 
so we do wanna go through that. Uh, um, so before we 
get into that stuff there, uh, uh, you’ve done this before 
many times. We have to do it to cover ourselves and 
cover everybody else. 


Well, for now, I’m not gonna ask for a lawyer but- 
Yeah. No, that’s fine and then- 


I mean, I don’t know what these Mexicans are saying 
about me — you’re trying to look at me. 


We’re not accusing you. Like I said, we’re just trying to 
find a direction to go with (UI). 


Okay. 


So I’m gonna read it to you. Uh, you probably know- you 
could probably recite it to me, you know. Uh, you know, 
uh, so we gotta go through that and then we’ll, we’ll go 
back to, you know, uh, what their habits were, uh, who 
they hung around with, have you ever see anybody else in 
the car with them, that kinda stuff, so we’ ll, um- 
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TARTAGLIONE: 


INV. BROWNE: 


INV. HAMMER: 


INV. BROWNE: 


TARTAGLIONE: 


INV. HAMMER: 


TARTAGLIONE: 


[00:37:40] 


KKK K K K K Os K K 


I really haven’t. Um, I can tell you now, like- 
Okay. 
Yeah, I read the (UD 


Well, piece by piece. Let me go through this and then 
we’ll go through it. So, uh, you have the right to remain 
silent. Anything you say can and will be used against you 
in a court of law. You have the right to talk to a lawyer 
and have him present with you while you’re being 
questioned. If you cannot afford to hire an attorney, one 
will be appointed to represent you free of charge before 
any questions if you wish. You may decide at any time to 
exercise these rights and not answer any questions or 
make any statements. You understand these rights as I’ve 
explained to you? 


Yes. 


Having these rights in mind, do you wish to talk to us 
now? 


Yes. 


| [END OF RECORDING] 
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